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Development officials in Auburn Hills believe they’re back on track 
to completing a 15-year-old vision for a large and upscale urban-
style neighborhood in the suburbs that got downsized in the 
recession.

Forester Square was conceived as a “neo-traditional” housing 
development of brick townhouses, condominiums and balconied 
single-family homes set amid parkland, fountains and a public 
square. The $190-million project got started in the early 2000s with 
an eventual goal of 832 housing units.

But only 205 were done by mid-2006, when the developer, Troy-
based Biltmore Properties, ran into money problems as the housing 
market cratered. Construction abruptly stopped at Forester Square, 

upsetting property values and the emotions 
of the development’s pioneers. Biltmore 
Properties eventually closed its doors.

New life for stalled upscale housing development in Auburn Hills
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Thomas A. Tanghe Auburn Hill City Manager and Steve Cohen, Director of Community Development at Auburn Hills 
hold a map showing the developing phases at the site where Trowbridge Homes will build homes to compliment the 
existing development at Forester Square. / Jessica J. Trevino/Detroit Free Press
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“We all did our research before coming in 
and looked at it as an investment property. 
Then they went under and they took us with 
them,” said Jameel Syed, 38, who with his 
wife was among the first group of Forester 
Square buyers.

Now seven years later, plans are under way 
to both complete the first phase of Forester 
Square and construct an adjoining but 
entirely new 148-unit development of two-
story townhouses and condos.

The new development, called the Parkways, 
is being done by Auburn Hills-based the 
Moceri Companies and would also include a 
160-unit senior housing complex. The 
development carries a $46-million price tag 
and is to span 22 acres.

Auburn Hills City Council approved the 
Parkways’ master plan on Sept. 9. 
Construction is scheduled in five phases, 
with work on the first batch of 22 townhouses 
and 24 stacked condos to begin next spring.

“In five years, this place is going to look done 
and it’s going to look great,” Steven Cohen, 
the city’s director of community 
development, said last week while walking 
an access road between the half-built 
Forester Square and the future Parkways. 
“People probably wouldn’t even know that it 
had stalled.”

Forester Square was designed to evoke the 
close-knit urban communities of generations 
past. The project got off to a pricey start 
when Biltmore Properties bought out the 
owners of 42 houses at the development site 
along Adams Road.

At first Forester Square had no trouble 
finding buyers for its townhouses and 
condos. But conditions turned for the project 
in 2006 as the housing market fell, according 
to David Stollman, an executive at the 
development firm.

“Home sales came to a screeching halt,”
Stollman recalled last week.

The firm never filed for bankruptcy but did 
close in 2009. It has since reorganized in 
Birmingham as Biltmore Development, said 
Stollman, its president.

Plans are under way to both complete the first phase of 
Forester Square and construct an adjoining but entirely 
new 148-unit development of two-story townhouses and 
condos. / Jessica J. Trevino/Detroit Free Press

Developers, Hampton South LLC, have begun building 
homes for sale at Forester Square. / Jessica J. 
Trevino/Detroit Free Press

Common grounds at Forester Square. / Jessica J. 
Trevino/Detroit Free Press
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Cohen still recalls a distressing phone 
conversation he had with Stollman in 2007 
regarding overgrown grass on the 
development’s grounds.

“He said, ‘You’re just going to have to cut it 
and bill me, and I’m not sure I’m going to be 
able to pay it,’ ” Cohen said.

The vacant parcels within Forester Square 
ultimately went into foreclosure for unpaid 
taxes. In 2010, the city acquired parcels of 
28 acres and a separate collection of 48 
vacant lots from the Oakland County 
Treasurer’s Office for $183,000 in back 
taxes, officials said.

The city has a $1.3-million deal to sell about 
22 acres to the Moceri Companies, which 
under the agreement will build part of a 
future roadway off Adams that would pass 
through the Parkways and, at a later date, 
extend further west to downtown Auburn 
Hills.

The other six acres could be divided into lots 
for 26 ranch-style houses for a separate 
development.

The group of 48 lots are considered part of 
the unfinished Forester Square. The city has 
split them between two builders —
Trowbridge Homes and an entity controlled 
by local developer Mike Mattera.

Two of the lots now have houses, with one 
selling for $219,000 this summer. Many of 
the original Forester Square houses went for 

between $300,000 and $400,000, county officials said.

Dominic Moceri, a partner of Moceri Companies, told the Auburn 
Hills planning commission last month that the initial Parkways units 
will be built as rentals and perhaps later converted to condos. 
Rents could range from $1,350 to $2,100 a month, he said.

Contact JC Reindl: 313-222-6631 or jcreindl@freepress.com, and 
follow on twitter @JCReindl
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