
Recommended Action: 
“Move to recommend to City Council approval of the Text Amendment to the 
Zoning Ordinance to Section 2003. Permits regulating Holiday Sales Lots.” 
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January 29, 2013 Meeting Agenda Item No. 5b 
 

To:  Chairperson Greg Ouellette and the Planning Commission  

From: Steven J. Cohen, Director of Community Development and Shawn Keenan, Water Resources  
 Coordinator 

Submitted:  January 24, 2013 

Subject: Holiday Sales Lots 

Public Hearing / Motion - Recommendation to City Council for Approval of Text Amendment to 
Zoning Ordinance 

  
INTRODUCTION 
On September 10, 2012, City Council approved a text amendment to allow seasonal pumpkin and Christmas tree 
sales to operate with administrative permit approval.   
 
The ordinance allows Christmas tree lot sales to only operate between November 25

th
 and December 25

th
 of each 

year.  It further allows the lot to being assembled on site up to ten (10) days prior to November 25
th
, provided it is 

dismantled and cleaned no later than January 1
st
.   

 
It has come to staff’s attention that the November 25

th
 sales start date varies each year in relationship to 

Thanksgiving Day, which falls on the 4
th
 Thursday in November every year.  The current ordinance’s start date of 

November 25
th
 will result in years where lots will not be able to sell trees until several days after Thanksgiving, 

which are some of the busiest shopping days of the holiday season.  Staff’s intent when drafting the original 
ordinance was to allow sales to begin as early as Thanksgiving Day.  
 
CHANGE 
A Christmas tree lot shall only operate on and between November 25th Thanksgiving Day and December 25th of 
each year. The lot may be assembled up to ten (10) days prior to November 25th Thanksgiving Day provided it is 
dismantled and cleaned no later than January 1st. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval. 


